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to realization the hopes of those who convened the conferences
at The Hague and have impressed upon the conscience of man-
kind a sense of the community that binds all the nations of the
world to a common interest in the administration of justice and
the maintenance of peace. The Covenant of the League of
Nations has restored and established in the field of positive law
the old distinction that was drawn by the moral theologians
between Just and Unjust War. Wars of a certain character are
declared in the Covenant to be unjust, and adequate sanctions
are provided against the aggressor. The Geneva Protocol and
the Kellogg Pact have pledged the faith of men and nations even
more fully to an abandonment of warlike courses in favour of
peaceful ways of solution of international difficulties and dis-
putes. These provisions of Pact and Covenant are in line with
the proposals of the Peace Note issued in 1917 by Pope Bene-
dict XV which recommended the creation cd'une institution
d'arbitrage avec une haute fonction pacificatrice selon des
regies a concerter et des sanctions a determiner contre 1'Etat
qui se refuserait soit a soumettre les questions a 1'arbitrage, soit
a en accepter les decisions'.

The League thus stands for Peace assured by Justice. And
peaceful and just solutions of international difficulties and dis-
putes are to be sought in recourse and reference to the Perman-
ent Court of International Justice which was established at
The Hague in 1922. The Court is staffed by a panel of fifteen
independent judges who are elected simultaneously by the
Council and the Assembly of the League of Nations. The Court
administers international law and custom according to prin-
ciples that are generally received among civilized peoples.

The creation in the Permanent Court [says Professor Lauterpacht]
of a body of judges who are regarded by the opinion of the world as
conscious of their position in the hierarchy of international organiza-
tion and developing and enabled by their status and organization
to develop a sense of Priesthood in the service of an Idea-transcend-
ing any particular interest is of supreme importance for the inter-
national community.
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